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SYNOPSIS

Europa, princess of Tyre, was once betrothed
to the young prince Isséo. But A s t e r i o, k i n g
of Crete, abducted her from her father’s
palace and secretly made her his wife.
A g e n o r e, E u r o p a ’s father and king of Ty r e,
searched in vain for his daughter but eventu-
ally decided to leave the throne to his niece
S e m e l e. He laid down moreover that she
shall marry that man who kills the first for-
eigner to land on Tyre’s shores, thus avenging
E u r o p a ’s abduction. Having heard of
Agenore’s death, Asterio set sail from Crete
with the intention of placing Europa on the
Tyrian throne.

Act I

A bleak shore.
A dreadful storm has scattered A s t e r i o ’s
f l e e t . Off one of his ships wrecked on the
coast of Tyre step A s t e r i o, his wife Europa,
and their son. While Asterio attempts to con-
sole his family, armed Phoenician soldiers ap-
pear, led by Egisto. Asterio hides Europa in a
nearby cave. After a brief engagement,Aster-
io and his men are taken prisoner. E u r o p a
comes out of her hiding-place and intervenes
in defence of her son, but fails to move the
Phoenicians:Egisto gives orders that the Cre-
tans be chained and taken to the palace of
Tyre.

A magnificent closed pavilion.
Semele tells Egisto to summon the grand
council, as she wishes to announce the name
of the husband she has chosen, who will be
king of Tyre. Semele is in love with Isséo, who
has just returned from a victorious expedi-
tion against the Cypriot rebels. Egisto, at the
prospect of his designs to obtain the girl’s
hand and the throne of Tyre coming to noth-
ing, decides openly to challenge his rival.

A festive triumphant scene.
With his victorious soldiers, Isséo arrives in
triumph and lays the enemy’s colours at the
foot of the throne. Semele tells him that she
wishes to share with him the Tyrian throne,
and invites him to accompany her to the as-
sembled grand council. But Isséo confesses
that he has still not forgotten Europa, a n d
therefore feels unready to enter into a new
relationship.

The palace room used for meetings of the
supreme council of peers of the realm.
The peers of the realm invoke the aid of
Temide to clear their minds. Semele an-
nounces that she is ready to choose the new
king. Egisto reminds her of Agenore’s decree,
and asks her to command that the first for-
eigner, who has just been shipwrecked on the
Tyrian shore and taken prisoner, be slain.As-
terio, in chains, is accordingly brought in. But
he replies with contempt to the questions put
to him concerning his identity and origins. It
is therefore decided that his female compan-
ion shall now be interrogated. E u r o p a , t o
e v e r y o n e ’s amazement, proclaims herself to
be the former princess of Tyre and legitimate
pretender to the throne. Egisto sees his hopes
d a s h e d , while Isséo is deeply disturbed by
this reappearance of his old love. S e m e l e,
noticing his bewilderment, flies into a fit of
jealousy and rage.

Act II

A dark prison.
A pronouncement by the supreme council on
the fate of Asterio is awaited. M e a n w h i l e
Egisto sows doubts in Isséo’s mind, that Eu -
ropa’s heart may still be burning with her for-
mer passion.But when Europa is brought in-
to their presence, she represses her feelings
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and declares to Isséo that she is faithful to
her duties as a wife and mother. F u r t h e r-
more, she is prepared to renounce the throne
of Tyre in favour of Semele, in exchange for
her husband’s and son’s lives. Then she asks
Isséo to forget their old love forever – as she
herself did after being abducted and carried
away to Crete – and to accept the throne by
marrying Semele. After Isséo has left her
alone, Europa collapses in tears.

An elegant private room in the palace.
Semele is tortured by jealousy. She tells Isséo
that the supreme council has resolved that
the king of Crete be put to death and his wife
i m p r i s o n e d . But Isséo informs Semele that
Europa has renounced her claims to the
t h r o n e. Revealing Egisto’s treacherous de-
s i g n s, Isséo tells Semele that he agrees to
marry her. She sends him off at once to sus-
pend Asterio’s execution.

The Temple of Vengeance.
Asterio is about to be sacrificed before the
tomb of Agenore. Egisto approaches Europa
and offers her freedom, provided she is pre-
pared to flee; but she refuses with disdain,
desiring only to share her husband’s fate. As-
terio embraces Europa and their son for the

last time, begging them to accept the propos-
al and to save their lives. While the priests of
Nemesi accompany the victim to the sacri-
fice, the sound of arms is heard, for the Cre-
tan soldiers who survived shipwreck have
come to the defence of Asterio and joined
forces with Isséo. A fierce combat ensues be-
tween them and Egisto’s guards.

A vast courtyard.
Egisto’s soldiers are routed. Enter Isséo and
E g i s t o, who fight, until the former mortally
wounds the latter. Semele enters, d e s p e r a t e
to know whether Isséo is safe. Meanwhile the
people of Tyre acclaim Europa the legitimate
heir to their throne; but Isséo calms Semele:
Europa will keep her word.

A ground floor interior of the magnificent
palace of Tyre.
In the throne room, to the sound of bugles,
Europa is hailed by all as the new queen.
Joining Isséo’s hand with Semele’s, E u r o p a
decrees their union and renounces the throne
of Tyre in favour of the new couple, who ac-
cept with gratitude.

(Traduzione di Rodney Stringer)


